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has parted with a portion of his goods in alms. It is a sort
of religious income tax levied on the kinds of property
which were owned in the half-pastoral land of Arabia in the
seventh century: camels, cattle, sheep and goats, horses,
silver, gold, merchandise, mines, and fruits of the earth. It
may be bestowed upon seven classes: the utterly destitute,
those too poor to be taxed, the tax-gatherers, slaves, debtors,
those engaged in religious warfare, and wayfarers. The tax
rate, which, in some cases is to be paid in kind, varies not
only with the character but witli the amount of property.
Fruits of the earth, with some exceptions covering conditions
of production as well as definitely named kinds, are taxed
one-tenth. It is estimated that the rate averages at one-
fortieth of the total income. The zakat may be paid into
the hands of official collectors (still found in some Moham-
medan countries), but it is lawful for the possessor to dis-
tribute his alms for himself. The regulations governing
zakat, based upon the practice of Mohammed, show a com-
plexity of detail that is rivalled only by a modern tarilf bill.
No Moslem adult, provided he is free and sane, is exempt,
provided he is in possession of a fixed minimum of taxable
property, and provided that his debts are not equal to the
amount of his estate. Zakat is not due upon the necessaries
of life, such as dwelling-house's, clothing, furniture, slaves
employed as actual servants, etc. The following details,
taken at random, may be eited by way of examples of the
ramification of the law. No zakat is due upon less than
five camels, or thirty cattle, or forty sheep; upon any num-
ber of camels from ninety-one to one hundred and twenty are
levied two camels' female three-year-old colts; rates between
are particularized with the same exactitude. Above one
hundred and twenty camels the zakat is calculated by the
same rule.1 Unlike a modern tariff bill these regulations
have not been subject to revision. The conscientious Mo-
hammedan of the new regime in Turkey, who may own
shares in an electric-light company, when puzzling over his
religious duties in regard to the same, will naturally find no
positive directions in the traditions of the prophet!

1 See Hughcu'*) " Dictionary of Main," article "Zakat."